BRITISH  ADMINISTRATION
The high integrity and efficiency of the new administration,
once it had got into its stride, as contrasted with the former
Turkish administration, did even more to create a general
feeling of confidence and belief that the coming of Great
Britain was for good rather than for evil.
Why the Turks Failed to Give Good Government to 'Iraq
It has been the habit among many writers on pre-war and
war-time 'Iraq to disparage its administration by the Turks.
Much of this attitude may be due to the not unnatural desire
to paint the Turkish picture black in order that the scene, after
Great Britain had reconstituted the administration, might
appear brighter in contrast. Undoubtedly these views are
somewhat exaggerated, yet there can be no question that the
Turkish system, both in conception and in application, was
lamentably deficient.
The principal reason for the failure of the Ottomans to give
good government in 'Iraq or elsewhere in their dominions, lay
in their fundamental political concepts. From the foundation
of the Empire, Ottoman subjects, their lives and property
were regarded as existing only for the benefit and glory of the
rulers. Thus, in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
from the Sultan downwards, every member of the official
hierarchy looked on each person lower than himself in the scale
as providing the wherewithal for his own profit and advance-
ment until the accumulated burden finally rested on the great
mass of peasantry and common people who, having no means of
resistance, might be maltreated and starved with impunity. A
wider concept of government as well as other reforms seemed
imminent after the Revolution of 1908, but the Young Turk
movement produced little but confusion and disappointed
hopes.
The Ottomans, moreover, in all their political activities
could not forget that they had come to power by conquest, a
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